UTILITIES WANT 
TO BOOST RATES 
BECAUSE OF IRMA 


Duke Energy and Tampa 
Electric say they need to 
raise bills to help cover costs 
associated with Hurricane 
Irma recovery efforts. If 
approved, the rate for Duke 
customers would rise to 
$129.50 per1,000 kilowatt 
hours, while TECO’s new 
rate would be $110 per1,000 
kilowatt hours. Local, 1B 


Effort to preserve 
land goes astray 


Because of rules about how 
governments can buy and 
sellland, a plan to preserve 
more than 400 acres owned 
by Clearwater in Hillsbor- 
ough County has been 
upended. What could have 
been green space may go to 
the highest bidder. Local, 1B 


Bank will no longer 
service pot clients 


First Green Bank, a Central 
Florida community bank 
that handles accounts for six 
of the state’s seven licensed 
producers of medical 
marijuana, says it is closing 
those accounts. No rea- 

son is given, and there are 
reportedly other institutions 
lined up to take First Green’s 
place. Business, 4B 


Victory in Senate 
race made official 


Despite a last-minute 
lawsuit from Roy Moore 
claiming election fraud and 
seeking a new vote, Demo- 
crat Doug Jones’ upset 
election victory is certified in 
Alabama. Moore is the first 
Republican to lose a Senate 
race in Alabama since 1992. 
Nation, 2A 


Tampa Bay puts 
away Montreal 


The Lightning returns from a 
holiday break and keeps up 
its winning ways, defeating 
the Canadiens 3-1 at Amalie 
Arena. Steven Stamkos 
came up with two of Tampa 
Bay's goals. For more, see 
tampabay.com/sports. 


» 


Cloudy, cooler 
Pm pa m pA 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
56° 67° 67° 61° 


0% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 
Get up and go 


~ a Itching for some- 
(u$ thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 
going on locally? Worry not. 
Get a rundown of bay area 
events at tampabay.com/ 
things-to-do. 
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Last year’s best podcasts delivered engaging tales, insights. Etc, 28 
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BY KATHLEEN MCGRORY, NEIL BEDI 
AND ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writers 


APOLLO BEACH — Tampa 
Electric ignored its own rules 
when performing a dangerous 
maintenance job at the Big Bend 
Power Station in June that left 
five workers dead, the federal 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration announced 
Thursday. 

OSHA gave Tampa Electric 
its most serious type of cita- 


T tampabay.com 


OSHA slams Tampa Electric 


It says the power company ignored its own rules in an accident that killed 5 workers. 


tion — a “willful” violation, 
given only when companies 
either intentionally disregard 
its rules or act with indifference 
toward employee safety — and a 
$126,749 fine. 

Because the citation was found 
to be willful, OSHA will review 
whether to refer the case to the 
Department of Justice to con- 
sider criminal charges, an OSHA 
spokesman said. 

Only one other Florida elec- 
tric utility has received a willful 


violation since OSHA was estab- 
lished in 1971, records show. That 
penalty was later reduced upon 
appeal. 

“Willful is about as big a deal 
as OSHA gets,” said Jordan 
Barab, a former deputy assistant 
secretary for the agency. But, he 
added, criminal charges are rare, 
and only “a small handful” of 
people have ended up in jail after 
such findings. 

OSHA also gave Tampa Elec- 
tric a “serious” citation and an 


The investigation 


Read the Times’ investigation 
into the June accident and see 
an interactive graphic explain- 
ing what happened at 
tampabay.com/bigbend. 


additional $12,675 fine for fail- 
ing to provide workers with the 
proper protective gear. 

The utility has 15 days to con- 
test the findings. OSHA said its 
full report on the accident will 


not be published until after that 
period. 

In a statement to the Tampa 
Bay Times, Tampa Electric 
spokeswoman Cherie Jacobs said 
the company respected OSHA’s 
process and had fully partici- 
pated in its investigation. 

“However, we respectfully dis- 
agree with the suggestion we 
were willful or deliberately indif- 
ferent to the safety of workers,” 
she said. 

» See ACCIDENT, 3A 


YEAR IN REVIEW 
VISUALSTORY TELLERS 


s 2017 winds down, an annual ritual of photojournalists at the Tampa Bay Times is to take a personal 

accounting of their body of work over the course of the year. This year delivered many opportunities 

for our diversely talented pool of dedicated visual storytellers in the Tampa Bay area and beyond. A 
truly powerful photo or video can stir all kinds of emotions from within the viewer, be it tragic or whimsical, sad 
or funny, poignant or exhilarating. Those adjectives describe the Times’ best photos of the year. We appreciate 
our loyal readership and invite you to take a deeper look at more great photos by viewing our individual “Best of 


Year” photo galleries on our online photo blog, All Eyes, tampabay.com/photos. 


Tax overhaul affects public, private schools 


BY KYRA GURNEY 
Miami Herald 

The sweeping $1.5 trillion 
tax overhaul President Donald 
Trump signed into law last week 
will likely impact many areas of 
American life, including educa- 
tion. 

Experts are still analyzing 
what the GOP tax plan means 
for each state, but it could affect 
everything from how parents pay 
for private schools to the amount 


of money available for public 
education. Here’s a look at what 
the tax overhaul might mean for 
Florida schools — and some of 
the proposed changes that didn’t 
make it into the final bill. 


1. A new way to pay 
private school tuition 


For some families, the GOP tax 
plan will make it easier to pay 
private school tuition. 


The 529 accounts many fam- 
ilies use to save for college — 
because earnings aren’t subject 
to federal income tax — can now 
be used to save for K-12 private 
school tuition as well. 

Supporters are cheering the 
provision as a victory for the 
school choice movement, which 
supports nontraditional edu- 
cation options such as char- 
ter schools and private school 
vouchers. 


“It expands choice, it 
encourages families to save 
for education and it dramat- 
ically increases the flexibil- 
ity on how families use 529 
accounts,” said Thomas Car- 
roll, the executive director of 
the #EdTaxCredit50 Coali- 
tion, a group pushing for the 
expansion of 529 accounts. “I 
just think it’s a tremendous 
opportunity for families to 


» See SCHOOLS, 5A 


Plan calls 
for ‘rapid’ 
bus to the 
beaches 


The St. Petersburg 
idea has plenty of fans, 
but needed federal 
funds are threatened. 


BY CAITLIN JOHNSTON 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — For the 
first time in the Tampa Bay 
region, transportation planners 
want to give buses their own 
dedicated lanes. 

The proposed bus rapid tran- 
sit system, or BRT, would allow 
buses to use those lanes to 
make faster, more reliable trips 
between downtown St. Peters- 
burg and the beaches. 

But there’s one big hangup: 
The federal grant that the Pinel- 
las Suncoast Transit Authority 
needs to make it happen is on 
the chopping block. 

The Trump administration 
has proposed cutting $2.4 bil- 
lion, or 13 percent, from the 
federal 
Department 
of Transpor- 
tation’s 2018 
budget. Those 
cuts target the 
transit money 
PSTA is trying 


to land for this 

project: the PSTACEO 

capital invest- Brad Miller 

ment grant. is optimistic 
“There are about federal 

concerns, funding. 


of course,” 

PSTA CEO Brad Miller said. 
“Yes, things in Washington 
are changing. ... But Congress, 
especially Republicans in Con- 
gress, have now approved bills 
that actually increase funding 
for this type of project and have 
been very supportive in the first 
go-around” 

The 2018 budget is still pend- 
ing approval, though, and it’s 
unclear what measures the 
administration might take in 
fiscal year 2019, when the Pinel- 
las project would be up for con- 
sideration. 


The project is called the Cen- 
tral Avenue Bus Rapid Transit 
system. It would see sleek new 
» See BUS, 4A 


A foreclosure with twisted past 


It took a bank nearly four years to gain possession of the secluded, $1.59M home. 


BY SUSAN TAYLOR MARTIN 
Times Senior Correspondent 

TIERRA VERDE — Behind a tall 
iron fence lies one of the most unusual 
gated communities in Tampa Bay. And 
within that lies the most expensive and 
unusual bank-owned house for sale 
between Crystal River and Sarasota. 

The community is called Green Land 
Preserve. It is on a small peninsula, 
thick with mangroves, that juts into 
the bay from the road to Fort De Soto 
Park. The preserve has only four hous- 


es, including the $1.59 million foreclo- 
sure that agent Lambdin Freeman was 
showing a few days before Christmas. 

“It’s going to take that special buyer,” 
Freeman said. “Somebody who wants 
privacy, who doesn’t want anybody on 
top of them.” 

Freeman is handling the sale for 
Regions. The bank had the house 
repainted and recarpeted, and she paid 
to stage it. Outside, workers cleared 
away just enough of the overgrowth to 
offer a tantalizing glimpse of water. 


“You should have seen it before,” Free- 
man said. “We took out a lot of stuff but 
some people like it more full looking so 
we didn’t take out too much.” 

Freeman then led the way down a 
very long, private boardwalk that ends 
at a secluded inlet. Other boardwalks, 
maintained by the condo association 
for the exclusive use of Green Land 
residents, wend through the mangrove 
forest until they suddenly open onto 
sweeping views of the Sunshine Skyway 
» See FORECLOSE, 4A 


Courtesy of Regions Bank 


Nestled in a small, gated community in Tierra Verde is the most expensive — and 
probably the most unusual — bank-owned home on the market in Tampa Bay. 


